
History of School Facilities Legislation 
 
As part of its policy agenda, the Cowen Institute is working with state legislators to create a Louisiana Statewide 
Education Facilities Authority within the Department of Education to provide funding, coordination, assistance, and 
oversight for the repair, renovation, and construction of public school facilities. In addition, we are working to create a 
revolving loan fund for school maintenance as part of the statewide school facilities authority. 

July 2010 
Governor Jindal vetoes SB 584 on the basis that he believes school facilities are a local responsibility and there are 
currently many unmet obligations including roads and deferred maintenance on state buildings. 
Jindal veto statement for SB 584  [more info]  
Cowen Institute response  [more info] 
 
June 2010 
The House passes SB 584, the Senate approves the final version, and the bill is sent to Governor Jindal for his 
signature. 
 
May 2010 
SB 584 passes on the Senate floor and is assigned to the House Education Committee. 
 
April 2010 
Representative Walt Leger and Senator Karen Carter Peterson introduce legislation to create a Statewide School 
Facilities Authority, HB 210 and SB 584.  On April 29, SB 584 was heard before the Senate Education Committee 
and was passed unanimously. 
 
March 2010 
Senator Karen Carter Peterson spoke at the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education meeting on the 
importance of providing state funding to local districts for school facilities. 
 
November 2009 
Senator Cheryl Gray Evans and Representative Karen Carter Peterson took a second annual statewide school 
facilities trip highlighting the needs of school facilities around the state.  They went to schools in Baton Rouge and 
Lafayette.  Click here for the press release. 
 
September 2009 
Senator Cheryl Gray Evans and Representative Karen Carter Peterson speak at BESE on the importance of state 
funding for school facilities. 
 
June 2009 
-The House Appropriations Committee fails to pass SB 90 out of Committee. 
-The legislature passes the School Facilities Fund. 
-Governor Jindal signed the School Facilities Fund into law. It is now Act 226. [more info] 
 
April 2009 
Senator Cheryl Gray Evans and Representative Karen Carter Peterson introduce Senate Bill 90 (SB 90) and House 
Bill 689 (HB 689), which creates a statewide School Facilities Authority and a School Facilities Authority Fund. 
 
HB 689 legislation [more info] 
One page overview of legislation from the Cowen Institute [more info] 
 
SB 90 legislation [more info] 
One page overview of legislation from the Cowen Institute [more info] 
 
December 2008 
Senator Cheryl Gray Evans held a hearing in the Local and Municipal Affairs Committee on school facilities in 
Louisiana. Superintendents from across the state, the Arkansas Director of School Facilities and a national expert 
spoke about facilities needs. [more info] 

http://www.legis.state.la.us/archive/10rs/veto/sb584v.pdf
http://www.coweninstitute.com/public-blog/facilities-bill-part-2-jindal-disappoints-louisiana%E2%80%99s-children/
http://www.coweninstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Facilities-LA-Tour-General-09-Final-_2_.pdf
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=667514
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=653004
http://www.coweninstitute.com/our-work/public-policy/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/One-pager-for-Facilities-Fund-689.pdf
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=663115
http://www.coweninstitute.com/our-work/public-policy/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/One-Pager-for-Facilities-Authority-SB-90.pdf
http://www.coweninstitute.com/our-work/public-policy/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/Local-and-Municipal-Affairs-Committee-hearing-release.pdf


October 2008 

 
Representative Karen Carter Peterson and Senator Cheryl Gray Evans took a statewide school facilities trip 
highlighting the needs of school facilities around the state. Press release [more info] 
WAFB-TV clip [more info] 
Alexandria Town Talk story [more info] 
 
July 2008 
Governor Jindal vetoes SB 632 on the basis that he believes school facilities are a local responsibility and there are 
currently many unmet obligations including roads and deferred maintenance on state buildings. 
Jindal veto statement for SB 632 [more info] 
Jindal veto statement for HB 962 [more info] 
 
June 2008 
Legislature unanimously passes SB 632 and HB 962. 
 
March 2008 
Senator Cheryl Gray and Representative Karen Carter Peterson introduce Senate Bill 632 (SB 632) and House Bill 
962 (HB 962), which creates a statewide School Facilities Authority and a School Facilities Authority Fund. [more info 
on HB 962] 
[more info on SB 632] 
 
February 2008 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) passes the report created by the HCR 230 task force with the 
recommendation to form a School Facilities Authority in Louisiana. [more info] 
 
June 2007 
House Concurrent Resolution 230 (HCR 230) passes and creates a task force to study best practices relative to the 
assessment of the public school facilities. [more info] 
 

http://www.coweninstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/Facilities-tour.jpg�
http://www.coweninstitute.com/our-work/public-policy/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/Facilities-LA-Tour-General-Oct-08.pdf
http://www.wafb.com/global/story.asp?s=9118825
http://www.coweninstitute.com/our-work/public-policy/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/Press-from-School-Facilities-Tour.pdf
http://www.coweninstitute.com/our-work/public-policy/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/Press-from-School-Facilities-Tour.pdf
http://www.legis.state.la.us/archive/08RS/veto/SB632v.pdf
http://www.legis.state.la.us/archive/08RS/veto/HB962v.pdf
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=499724%20
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=499724%20
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=498623
http://www.coweninstitute.com/our-work/public-policy/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/HCR-230__Report_Final.pdf
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/streamdocument.asp?did=442865

